
























 
 

 

 

November 10, 2014 

The Honorable Carl Levin 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
Fax: (202) 228-0036 

The Honorable James Inhofe 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
Fax: (202) 228-0036 

 

Dear Chairman Levin and Ranking Member Inhofe: 

The International Source Suppliers and Producers Association (ISSPA) is a non-governmental 
organization that is comprised of companies who are international industry leaders in the 
manufacture, production and supply of sealed radioactive sources and/or devices that contain sealed 
radioactive sources. ISSPA members work closely with national regulatory authorities, as well as the 
International Atomic Energy Agency to encourage continuous improvements in the safe and secure 
use and end of life management of sealed radioactive sources. 

Our industry is very concerned with, and requests your opposition, to Section 402 of the FY 2015 
Senate Energy and Water Development Appropriations Bill. We believe the proposed language in 
Section 402 will significantly restrict the beneficial use of radioactive sources and materials without 
any discernable improvement in the safety and security of these materials. 

Radioactive sources have been used safely and securely across the United States for decades. The 
vital role these sources play in our everyday lives is often overlooked and underappreciated. In 
medicine, radioactive sources save lives; treating cancer, sterilizing medical equipment, and 
irradiating blood components. Industrial radiography is utilized to inspect metal components and 
welds for defects ensuring our bridges, pipelines, aircraft, ships, and vehicles are safe. Gauging 
devices measure, monitor, and control the thickness of sheet metal, textiles, paper, and other 
products as they are manufactured. They are also used to measure or control material density, flow, 
level, thickness, or weight, and so forth, ensuring our manufacturing processes are accurate and 
efficient. Radioactive sources are an essential component in oil and gas exploration and are used at 
our borders detecting the illegal entry of aliens into the United States and to screen cargo for illicit 
materials, including nuclear materials and explosives. 
Following the events of September 11, 2001 the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) began 
issuing orders to radioactive material licensees requiring additional security measures and increased 
controls in regards to the possession, use and transfer of radioactive materials in quantities of 
concern. Since then, the NRC, Agreement States and the industry have taken significant actions to 
further enhance the security of radioactive materials. Most recently, the NRC issued extensive new 
regulations (10 CFR Part 37) which expanded on and codified the security orders that had been put 
into place after September 11. These regulations are in the process of being implemented across the 
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country and will be subject to a full inspection and enforcement program. These orders and 
subsequent regulations were developed based upon the results of vulnerability assessments, gap 
analysis and cost effectiveness of the enhancements. These considerations formed the safety and 
security basis for the existing requirements which were developed using a performance-based and 
graded approach taking into account the relative risk and quantity of material possessed by licensees.  

Section 402 would expand the scope of materials subject to enhanced security without any regard to 
the relative risk which is inconsistent with the risk-based approach adopted by the Federal 
Government, through the Energy Policy Act of 2005 task force. 
 
We are also extremely troubled by the Section 402(f) which essentially phases out the beneficial use 
of radioactive sources within 15 years.  This would have a multi-billion dollar impact on the 
industry, would stifle research and development and could drive businesses overseas, which would 
ultimately result in a reduction in safety and security as the applications that utilize these materials 
will move to countries with less comprehensive regulatory authorities. Further, the impact on the 
American economy and workforce would be extremely significant. 
 
ISSPA recognizes the importance of radioactive source security and ISSPA members have supported 
efforts of the National Nuclear Security Administration for implementing voluntary security 
enhancements, which extend beyond regulatory requirements.  ISSPA representatives have 
supported joint Industry/Government security meetings through the Nuclear Sector Coordinating 
Council and Government Coordinating Council and we work closely with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency developing safety and security standards for radioactive sources.  We believe it 
would be inappropriate to expand the current radioactive source security requirements without first 
monitoring the implementation of the existing security requirements promulgated in the NRC Orders 
and in the Part 37 regulation and assessing their utility and effectiveness.   
 

We thank you for your attention to this important matter. If you have any additional questions, 
please feel free to contact Mr. John Miller at 208 524-5300 or Mr. Paul Gray at 613 593-3400 Ext. 
2483. 

John J. Miller, CHP  Paul A. Gray 
  

 
Executive Secretary, ISSPA 
4137 Commerce Circle  
Idaho Falls, ID 83401  

 Chairman, ISSPA 
447 March Rd.              
Kanata, Ontario, K2K 1X8 

 
 
 

 
 
 


